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Brief Overview of the International Baccalaureate
Primary Years Programme (1B PYP):

eInquiry based approach;

e|nterdisciplinary integration;

eFocus on the development of the student’s personality;
ePersonal learning goals;

e|B learner profile and competencies;

ePersonal responsibility of the learner for learning outcomes;
e Action and change.
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Attitudes:
« Respect;

« Safety;

* Creativity,

 Responsibility;
« Cooperation.

AN



During the implementation of the Unit, students'
competencies are developed and assessed according to:

e conceptual understanding;

e knowledge;

e subject skills;

e approaches to learning:
thinking skills;
communication skills;
research skills;
self-management skills;
social skills.
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IB Learner profile attributes

* Inquirers
* Knowledgeable;

* Thinkers; =

[PRINCIPLED 2,
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b INQUIRERS 2

* Communicators;
* Principled; B T o
* Open-minded;
* Caring;

* Risk-takers;

e Balanced;

The IB learner profile represents 10 attributes valued by IB World Schools. We believe these attributes, and others like
them, can help individuals and groups become responsible members of local, national and global communities.

e Reflective.
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Grade 3 students and teacher

| have been working with these students since first grade, and since then | have
been teachin% them to take responsibility for their own Iearning. The students
collaborate a lot, and lessons/activities are implemented according to a holistic
education philosophy based on the principles of interdisciplinary education. Every
week, students set personal learning goals and reflect on their progress at the end
of the week/activities. Once or twice a semester, this class has independent
learning dan where | give the students tasks, and they decide for themselves how
and when they'll do them that day.

Class: 3c class, 26 students. (14 girls and 12 boys), ages 9-10.

The students are active, creative, and sociable. They are sufficiently independent,
have already acquired time management skills, and try to express their thoughts
respectfully. There are two students with additional educational needs. One
student has difficulty concentrating, completing tasks, and participating in
educational activities with the rest of the class. The other student has challenges
with managing emotions. Sometimes, student support specialists work with these
stugents individually. I am in constant communication with the parents of these
students.
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Lesson cycle topic: family budget planning.

Duration of the lesson cycle: 1 month and 1 week.

Lesson cycle objective: to learn family financial planning and management
by developing students' cognitive, collaborative, self-care, and other skills.

Competence development area: Thinking and learning to learn (according
to Lithuanian general programs - Cognitive competence (critical thinking,
problem solving). Interpersonal relationships and communication with
others, and Self-care and self-regulation (according to Lithuanian general
programs - Social, emotional, and healthy lifestyle competence).
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Main problems/issues:

not understanding where money comes from;
not knowing how to save;

buying unnecessary items;

not taking responsibility;

not understanding paper money.
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What questions will help us determine how
successful this lesson cicle has been?

nat do students know?
nat do they understand?
hat are they able of doing?

S £ ==

hat actions can they take/what changes can they implement?
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How did students and teacher understand and
define competence?

We clarified the concepts ("cooperation,” "life,
what we know about cooperation.

We are constantly learning to cooperate during lessons and various
activities.

My students already understand that they are naturally growing up as
citizens of their city, country, and the world. Their lives, learning, and
communication are more intertwined with the world than ever before.

During the learning process, we shape our students' values, cultivate
empathy for those who think or look differently, and prepare them to
solve problems in their families, communities, and globally (ecological,
social, etc.).

society"), discussed
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Diagnostic assessment

Students do not yet fully understand the value of services/goods or the income-expenditure
situation in the family.

Children usually only see the expenditure side, but not the whole complex process of family income
and budget planning. Often, children only see the end result—that their parents receive money—

but do not understand that the salary is received for work performed, that it is neither easy nor
constant, and that taxes must be paid.

Students rarely see physical money. This makes it even more difficult to understand that everything
has to be paid for.

| ask students:

What does what cost?

What services do you pay for and how much?
How and why do you need to plan your expenses?

Why do you need to save?

Talking to students, | realized that they see how food, clothes, toys, and entertainment are
purchased. However, they do not see all the hidden costs, such as housing costs, insurance,
electricity or heating bills.

In their understanding, all of their parents’' income is spent on satisfying their needs and desires.
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Teacher goals

| wanted the students to better understand their parents’ lives and get
involved in their family's decision-making when planning income and
expenses.

| wanted the students to:
* Understand where money comes from;

* Learn how to use money to meet the needs of the whole family;

. Distijn%uish between what we really need (distinguish between wants and
needs);

* Respect each other and each other's opinions when working in a group.

One month and one week were allocated for the implementation of the
activities (one maths lesson per week was devoted to income/expense
caIcE;ationS, and another week was devoted to the presentation of the
work).
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Students‘tasks

1. Students divided themselves into families (father, mother, children). They
decided on the ages of the children and parents themselves.

2. Students chose their parents' professions (teacher, librarian, forester, mechanic,
travel agent, hairdresser, technologist, doctor, etc.). The students could also come
up with their own professions.

3.hThey chose the home where they would live. They drew it or found a suitable
photo.

4. They drew pictures of their family members.

5. They divided their monthly expenses for food, entertainment, books, medicine,
household goods, etc.

6. The "families" agreed on when and how they would "prepare" the daily menu,
how they would "go" shopping, and what they would buy. They wrote all this down
in a notebook. They noted the following data in the table:
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Summative assessment

At the end of the cycle, the "families" presented their work. The students had to
prepare and deliver final presentations, which were evaluated by the teacher. At

this stage, three real parents of students were in the audience, who listened to the
presentations, calculated the costs, and provided feedback to the students.

This simulation game proved to be 100% successful, as the students noted in their
reflections:

* We deepened our knowledge of mathematics

. V\ée began to understand more about why and how to save money and how to
shop

 We learned to work in a group
 We learned independence
* We learned to take responsibility

 We understood how difficult it is for adults to concentrate on managing money.
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Positive aspects

Integration of knowledge. Economic simulation games combine knowled?e from
varlglus fields and teach students to apply it in an integrated way when solving
problems.

Learning from mistakes and successes — during simulation games, students learn
not only from correct decisions, but also from mistakes made.

Teamwork and leadership — by pIayin$ simulation games, children learn to work in a
team, share tasks, and take responsibility.

Problem solving — while playing games, students constantly encounter various
problems that they must solve.

Activity planning — games limit the time available for decision-making, so in order to
achieve %ood results, students must learn to allocate their time correctly and
effectively and share tasks.

Emotion management — time constraints during simulation games often create
emotional tension, which students learn to manage by overcoming it.
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